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Over Memorial Day weekend our immediate 
past Grand Knight John Berrie and your 
Grand Knight attended our State Convention 
in Orlando.  It was an outstanding event, and 

we learned a lot that will benefit our Council in the coming 
fraternal year.  

One thing I realized over the weekend, and I want to pass 
along to all the members of Saint Stephen Council is that 
we have great Florida State leadership.  Our Worthy State 
Deputy, Sir Knight Donald T Kahrer, Jr., is a tremendous 
leader, and the fraternity among the State Officers under 
his leadership is readily seen.  All of the State Officers are 
dedicated to promoting the principles of our Order and 
improving our Councils’ ability to help our parishes and 
communities.  I especially want to recognize our State 
Program Director, Lorenzo Rodriguez.  Lorenzo reached 
out to me a couple of times to make sure we were eligible 
for some awards, and thanks to his dedication we were 
able to bring home some prestigious awards. 

Another thing I want to pass along to everyone is how 
well our Council is represented at all levels of the Florida 
State leadership.  Our Worthy District Deputy and Past 
Grand Knight, Sir Knight Ed Sleyzak, has done a great job 
this year keeping the five Councils in our district informed 
on the important issues.  Past Grand Knight, Sir Knight 
John Montaldo, is our Region Director, and our founding 
Grand Knight, Sir Knight Rick Hughes, was elected to 
be the State Warden – that makes Rick the fifth-ranking 
officer in the State.  There’s a good chance that he could 
become our State Deputy in the not too distant future. 

Rick, with the help of John Montaldo and our own Sir 
Knight Scott Huetteman (who produced all of the audio 
and visual support), did the lion share of the behind-the-
scenes work that made it a terrific convention.  

This is the last article I’m writing as the Grand Knight, 
so I want to pass along these thoughts as I pass off the 

baton to Guillermo and the rest 
of the new Council Officers.   

It has been a busy yet very 
rewarding year, and I thank 
you for trusting me with 
the stewardship of our great 
Council.  It is truly amazing 
how much all of you do 
individually and as a group, for 
our parish, for our community, 
for our families, and for the 
greater glory of God. You 
continue to volunteer your time, talent, and treasure, and 
do so willingly.  Our good works, informed by faith, have 
done so much to improve our parish and our community.  
Along the way we enjoy fraternity, and we are rewarded 
with spiritual growth on our faith journey. Thank you for 
all of your support this past fraternal year.

Let Your Light Shine!
By WGK Bruce Czaja
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Telling Our Story
By Supreme Knight Carl A. Anderson

RECENTLY, I traveled to Puerto Rico to thank 
many of our brother Knights who did such 
heroic work in the aftermath of Hurricane 
Maria, to assess the devastation still affecting 

life on the island and to better understand what further help 
the Knights of Columbus can provide.

I also visited the island’s Catholic television station to 
provide financial assistance to help restore its operation. 
The Order has long recognized that Catholic media is 
essential to building a greater sense of community among 
Catholics and to telling our own story — including the 
tremendous work of so many priests, religious and laity in 
Puerto Rico.

Over three days, I was able to visit San Juan, Fajardo, 
Humacao, Caguas, Ponce and Arecibo. Accompanied by 
our General Agent José Lebrón-Sanabria and State Deputy 
Miguel Vidal-Lugo, I met with field agents, grand knights, 
priests, bishops, religious sisters and students. We saw 
firsthand the damage done to churches, homes, schools, 
roads, factories and power stations.

On the first day, Archbishop Roberto González Nieves 
of San Juan told me about the resilience of the people on 
the island. In a thousand ways, I saw the truth of what he 
said.

There are many images that will always remain with me: 
the hundreds of blue tarps still covering the roofs of houses 
as we flew into San Juan; the island’s delicate rainforest 
stripped of vegetation in many places; an entire field of 
solar panels smashed to pieces.

But the most vivid scenes were of people. In Ponce, we 
visited the Missionaries of Charity home for the elderly. 
There, as the hurricane approached, the sisters gathered 
the very elderly who were living alone and those whose 
families had left the island without them. Now, months 
later, many remain in the sisters’ care.

In Arecibo, we visited a school and a home for abused 
girls; the hurricane had ripped off much of the school’s 
roof while the Daughters of Charity, who maintain the 
orphanage, sought shelter with the girls in the school’s 
library. With tears in her eyes, the mother superior accepted 
a check from the Knights of Columbus to finally repair the 
building’s roof.

At the heart of this resilience cited by the archbishop is the 
daily courage that has continued to overcome extraordinary 
obstacles month after month — whether it be our brother 

Knights preparing meals 
and delivering food to 
thousands, and repairing 
schools and churches, or 
religious sisters caring for 
those who cannot care for 
themselves.

It is clear that we cannot 
rely on the mainstream 
media alone to tell our 
Catholic story. This is 
one of the reasons why 
for decades the Order has supported media sources such 
as Vatican TV, EWTN News Nightly and Salt & Light 
Television.

Today, Catholic media — both print and electronic — 
are essential to building up a sense of community among 
Catholics. Pope Francis has encouraged all of us to think 
of our Church as a fraternal community — and there is 
no better place to begin than in our own community of 
journalists, commentators and bloggers.

Even when we disagree strongly about issues, there is 
still a place for charity. Our public discourse should not 
only be respectful but reflect that these discussions occur 
among followers of Christ — and that must make them 
different.

While in the Tower of London awaiting execution, St. 
Thomas More composed a prayer that begins, “Almighty 
God, have mercy on all that bear me evil will and would 
me harm … and make us saved souls in heaven together.”

If Thomas More could offer this prayer for those who 
had unjustly condemned him to death, then perhaps all of 
us can do the same in our public discussions.

Vivat Jesus!
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Grand Knight Bruce Czaja 
presented a $500 check to 
Maggie Walsh at the Saint 
Stephen School 8th grade 

graduation ceremony on May 18, at the 
church.  

The Saint Stephen Knights of 
Columbus provide a scholarship award 
to a graduating student of Saint Stephen 
School each year, and the recipient of 
this scholarship must meet the following 
criteria:

• Be a registered member of  
St. Stephen Parish

• Plan to attend a Catholic High 
School

• Achieve a grade point average of 
at least 3.0

This student should also have exhibited 
behaviors that are consistent with the 
Principles of the Knights of Columbus: 
Charity – Unity – Fraternity – Patriotism.

Maggie has shown a determination to 
learn and always strives for excellence.  
She was noted for her honesty, kindness, 
and willingness whenever and wherever 
needed.  Maggie also won the athletic 
award.

Maggie will attend Cardinal Mooney 
High School in Sarasota.

Knights Scholorship Winner

For Memorial Day Commemoration Services, the Knights of Columbus 
had the privilege of presenting our nation’s flag to honor all veterans past and 
present, for their service and sacrifice. The presentation was performed at all 
Masses held on Saturday, May 26, 2018, and Sunday, May 27, 2018. Presenting 
the flag were the following Sir Knights:

Bill Ruppert, Rick Gnatowsky, Randy Lee, Jim Kelly, and Shawn Ryan

Color Guard Presents at Memorial Day Mass
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Knight Enlists in the Marines

In 2010, our son Anthony 
Giaccone went on a summer 
vacation back home to Long 
Island, New York. Anthony 

spent most of his summer vacation at 
his Aunt and Uncle’s house. At their 
home, he saw a picture hanging on the 
wall of a young man wearing USMC 
dress blues. He asked his Aunt Tina 
who that was. Her response: “That 
is your Uncle Tommy”. As a young 
child, Anthony was intrigued. He 
conversed with his Uncle Tommy 
asking a bunch of questions about 
the Marines, and the military. He was 
inspired by what he was hearing and 
reading books that they would take 
out from the library. The two of them 
would spend countless hours just 
talking about the military. From that 
moment, this vibrant young man at 
the age of 10 years old, told us he wanted to be a Marine 
and follow in his uncle’s footsteps when he grows up.  

During Anthony’s middle school years he participated 
with the Civil Air Patrol for 2 ½ years. In high school, 
he participated 4 years in the JROTC Airforce program at 
Durant High School.  As his junior year was coming to 
an end he made the decision to continue with his dream 
of becoming a Marine. One night in April 2017, he sat at 
our kitchen table with the USMC recruiter and signed his 
paperwork to enlist with the Marines. That was the moment 

Anthony enlisted into the delayed 
entry program and was labeled a 
Poolee. Anthony has attended PT 
every Monday, while attending the 
monthly Poolee functions, and then 
getting a taste of the Drill Instructors 
from Parris Island who attended the 
Poolee function back in April. 

Anthony has always been 
determined with the mindset to reach 
for his goals and not let anything hold 
him back.  

He served as an altar server at  
St. Stephen Catholic Church during 
his middle school years and most of 
his high school years. He assisted 
with religious education and was 
one of the original founding Squires.  
Anthony is always willing to step in 
and lend a hand when needed. He 

also helped the Knights of Columbus with road clean up 
and putting up the crosses among other tasks, all before 
becoming a Knight.  

 On his 18th birthday, he decided to take the next step in 
life and “become a member of the Knights of Columbus 
Council #14084, joining like his Dad did many years ago.  
Anthony didn’t stop there. He decided to meet with the 
insurance field agent John Ruckart and purchase his 1st life 
insurance policy. This vibrant young adult is the youngest 
member of our Council and the youngest to purchase a life 
insurance policy in our Council.  

On June 18th, Brother Knight Anthony Giaccone will be leaving for Paris Island USMC 
Boot Camp to earn the title of United States Marine

Prayer for the Canonization of Father Michael J. McGivney

God, our Father, protector of the poor and defender of the widow and orphan, you called your priest, Father 
Michael J. McGivney, to be an apostle of Christian family life and to lead the young to the generous service 
of their neighbor.  Through the example of His life and virtue may we follow your Son, Jesus Christ, more 

closely, fulfilling His commandment of charity and building up His Body which is the Church. 
Let the inspiration of your servant prompt us to greater confidence in your love so that we may continue His 

work of caring for the needy and the outcast. We humbly ask that you glorify your venerable servant Father 
Michael J. McGivney on earth according to the design of your holy will. Through His intercession, grant the 

favor I now present (here make your request). Through Christ our Lord. Amen.

By Grace Giaccone
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Generous Donations

The Knights of Saint Stephen demonstrated that 
we are an evangelizing community of faith and 
fraternity by stepping up to provide financial 
support to families who chose life and to the 

widow of a deceased Knight.
Three unique situations arose in May, and since the 

Council didn’t have time to meet and vote on allocating 
funds, an appeal to individual members was sent to the 
Council membership.  And boy did the members respond!  
The Knights pledged $2,925 for three families in need. 
Your generosity made a big difference to people who will 
no doubt pay it forward sometime in the future. 

A donation of $700 went to Kayla, who comes from a 
large Pro-Life Pentecostal family.  Apparently, her faith 
community and friends abandoned her when she got 
pregnant and then chose to keep the baby.  The Knights 

joined with fellow parishioners to raise money to help this 
family out and affirm her decision to choose life. Saint 
Steven parishioners joined with Nativity parishioners on 
June 2 to throw Kayla a baby shower. The funds raised 
will help her baby boy get a decent start.  This is a terrific 
example of Catholic generosity and love! 

As the parish started collecting money for Kayla, 
another family, who chose life, came to the attention of our 
parish Right to Life community.  Marilyn was an unwed 
teen who choose life for her sweet daughter Addie. Addie 
was be born with a debilitating disability.  The father did 
the right thing and married Marilyn. The Portillo family 
has since welcomed a second blessing.  The father was 
working paycheck to paycheck as a tire technician and 
fed up with their poverty cycle. He has stepped up as the  

St. Joseph protector and provider of the family, and joined 
the U.S. Army.  Unfortunately, when he left for boot 
camp, all of the family’s benefits were cut, and they faced 
unpaid bills and medical expenses.  The Knights from 
Resurrection provided some assistance, and the Knights 
from Saint Stephen also provided $700 for the family.  

Finally, support for the widow of a deceased Knight is 
one of the hallmarks of our Order. Saint Stephen Council 
Knights were generous again in raising funds to help 
out Sylvia Patrick, widow of Patrick Albert, who was 
the facilities manager for our parish until he succumbed 
to cancer. He was a great friend to many in the parish.  
Recently a tree fell in Sylvia‘s yard, leaving a dangerous 
situation that had to be addressed right away.  Thanks to 
our members’ generosity, we were able to cover the costs 
of the tree service.

KNIGHTLY NEWS
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The Florida State Knights of Columbus has 85 
Districts, and over 300 Councils* serving 
their parishes and their communities.  Each of 
these Councils strives to perform good works 

grounded by our principles of Charity, Unity, Fraternity, 
and Patriotism. At the convention, several Councils 
are recognized for their accomplishments over the past 
fraternal year.  

For the fraternal year 2017-2018, Saint Stephen Council 
earned four awards at the State Convention held in Orland 
over the 2018 Memorial Day weekend.

Congratulations to Editor Scott Huetteman and 
everyone who contributed to our Council newsletter.  This 
year, after two straight second-place awards, we finally 
made it over the hump and earned first place for our 
Newsletter.  Our newsletter reflects the good works of our 
Council, so thank you for all of the hard work you put in to 
make it literally the best newsletter in the state of Florida.  

We also received an award for outstanding promotion of 
the 2017 Keep Christ in Christmas Campaign.  Our Squires, 

led by Sir Knight Ed Veronick, lead the state in Christmas 
card sales and earned first place for that category.

One of Saint Stephen’s altar servers, Sarah Anne 
Ferguson, was named Alter Server of the Year for the 
Diocese of St Petersburg. That is truly a great achievement, 
as there are about 50 parishes in the diocese.  Thanks to 
Past Grand Knight, Julio Alvarez, who co-leads the altar 
server ministry, for submitting such a strong write up for 
the award. 

Finally, last year our Council T-shirts said: “Knights 
of Columbus – A People of Life for Life.” Our Council’s 
support of Pro-Life activities in our parish and our 
community earned us the second-place award for large 
councils in the state of Florida.  Thank you, Bob Kines, 
for your work in all the Right to Life activities.

*Saint Stephen Council is classified as a Division 3 
Council, meaning the Council competes against the largest 
Councils in the state of Florida

Council Receives Fraternal Year Awards

The Council’s quarterly 
Adopt a Road Clean Up 
was held on June 2nd       
along a ¾ mile stretch 

of Boyette Road that includes the 
church property.  A special thank you 

again goes out to Chris Hobbs and  
St Stephen Boy Scout Troop 610 who 
walked the entire route (both sides of 
the road) picking up several pounds of 
trash.    The next Road Clean -Up will 
be held the first weekend in October.  

It is great exercise and an opportunity 
to know your fellow Knights and 
their families better.  Plan on coming.  
Service hours are available. 
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Building the Domestic Church
JUNE – SELF-GIVING LOVE

The form of marital and family love is given by God 
himself, who is love. The Christian family, the domestic 
church, has been entrusted with the irreplaceable vocation 
of being the first school of human and divine love.

Meditation
From an article by Supreme Chaplain Archbishop 

William E. Lori
Parents have, or should have, a unique relationship with 

their children. They have been called by God to love their 
child with the same faithful, self-giving love in which the 
child was conceived. … To be sure, the notion of “self-
giving love” is not an idealistic or naive concept dreamed 
up by theologians. It is demanding and sacrificial. Self-
giving love has its source in the Trinity and is revealed 
most fully by Jesus on the Cross. It requires what Pope 
Francis calls “an exodus from self” so that we might focus 
on the needs of others, even when that causes disruption 
in our lives. ...

Most fundamentally, teaching children the “art of 
living” involves lessons of faith and character. Parents 
teach children their first prayers, bring them to Mass on 
Sunday, and help them develop a basic sense of right and 
wrong coupled with a sense of responsibility. They also 
teach gratitude and generosity by helping their children 
learn to take care of their possessions; to not always expect 
to have the latest and best of everything; and to grow in 
the habit of sharing what they have with others. Moreover, 
parents help their children learn to handle life’s inevitable 
disappointments, including the invidious comparisons that 
are part of the highly competitive and materialistic culture 
in which we live. Such lessons are best learned at home, in 
an atmosphere of respect and love. ...

As Pope Francis said, “Parents are called … not only 
to bring children into the world but also to bring them to 
God” (Lumen Fidei, 43).

• What do we learn from our family? Have we learned 
“the art of living”? If so, of what does this “art of 
living” consist?

• What is self-giving love?
• How have we learned about self-giving love from 

our family?

Scripture Reading - Psalm 119:1-3, 9-12, 33-
38, 105-108

A prayer to God, the Lawgiver

Blessed those whose way is blameless,
   who walk by the law of the LORD.
Blessed those who keep his testimonies,
   who seek him with all their heart.
They do no wrong;
   they walk in his ways.
How can the young keep his way without fault?
   Only by observing your words.
With all my heart I seek you;
   do not let me stray from your commandments.
In my heart I treasure your promise,
   that I may not sin against you.
Blessed are you, O LORD;
   teach me your statutes.
LORD, teach me the way of your statutes;
   I shall keep them with care.
Give me understanding to keep your law,
   to observe it with all my heart.
Lead me in the path of your commandments,
   for that is my delight.
Direct my heart toward your testimonies
   and away from gain.
Avert my eyes from what is worthless;
   by your way give me life.
For your servant, fulfill your promise
   made to those who fear you.
Your word is a lamp for my feet,
   a light for my path.
I make a solemn vow
   to observe your righteous judgments.
I am very much afflicted, LORD;
   give me life in accord with your word.
Accept my freely offered praise;
   LORD, teach me your judgments.

Family Project
An important part of love consists in doing things out of 

love for others, even things that we may find unpleasant. 
To encourage these little sacrifices, research and make 
sacrifice beads (also known as “good deed beads”), inspired 
by a practice that St. Therese of the Child Jesus used to do 
when she was a child. Sacrifice beads are essentially a way 
of helping the family look for opportunities to make little 
offerings of love to God through small acts of self-giving 
service.
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Council Recruits Using eMembership

St. Stephen Council recently recruited its first new 
Knight using the new eMembership program. 
William Torres became an eMember and attended 
his first business meeting in June.

eMembership was designed to allow eligible Catholic 
men to join the Knights of Columbus online, through a 
streamlined, optimized process. eMembership provides 
men with a digital membership experience, which will 
help them to grow as a Catholic man and a Knight.

When someone joins online they will not belong to a 
local council at first. Instead, they will become a member 
of the Knights of Columbus state division in their state of 
residence.

Members who join online (“eMembers”) are members 
of the Knights of Columbus who have not yet taken a First 
Degree or been admitted to a local council.

As a member, like all members of the Knights of 
Columbus, someone who joins online will have the right 
to purchase insurance on themselves, their spouse and any 
dependent children. They will receive Columbia magazine, 
the free accidental death benefit (age restrictions apply), 
and are eligible for participation in the family fraternal 
benefit. They may also attend select local and state council 
events which are promoted by their state division.

This pilot program for joining the Knights of Columbus 
is the result of several years of research and reflection by the 
Supreme Council, which engaged state and local council 
leaders, as well as prospective members, through surveys 

and focus groups. This 
process identified several 
membership goals, 
including developing a 
new way to introduce 
men to the activities of 
our Order that would 
strengthen and benefit all 
councils and members.

eMembership dues are 
currently $30.00 per year 
across all jurisdictions. 
Dues are paid online to the Knights of Columbus Supreme 
Council and they cover both the member’s state and 
supreme membership fees. 

If a member transfers to a local council, the dues are 
pro-rated to that council. Debit cards and credit cards are 
accepted as forms of payment by the Supreme Council.

The Father Michael J. McGivney 
Guild serves as a source for 
information about the life, works 

and spirituality of Father McGivney. 
The Guild distributes informational 

materials about him, receives reports of 
favors granted through his intercession 
and oversees the distribution of relics. 

Guild members receive regular 
updates on the progress of Father 
McGivney’s cause for canonization and 
are invited to participate in promoting 

devotion to this Servant of God. 
Members of the Knights of Columbus 
are not automatically Guild members 
and must elect to join the Guild. 

The Father Michael J. McGivney 
Guild Newsletter is published bimonthly 
except July- August, and is sent free to 
Guild members. 

To join the Guild, register online at: 
http://www.fathermcgivney.org/

Are You A Member?

http://www.fathermcgivney.org/
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Letters of Gratitude
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George Badanich, James Bollinger, Herman Boodoo, Alec Brophy, John Columbia, Christopher Cummings, 
Michael Dibble, Robert Dombrowski, Dermot Dunne, B Elam, Joseph Falanga, Daniel Gang, Kevin Goff, 
Christopher Gordon, Dennis Grymes, Steven Haines, Jose Martinez, Steven Mc Taggart, Alexander Mendoza, Don 
Moody, Roger Moretuzzo, James Murray, John Santhiagu, Paul Spinler, Anton Swihura, Nick Turco

 June Birthdays

Monsignor John F. Scully  
Assembly #3418 Officers

Friar 
   

Faithful Navigator
S/K Patrick Roach

Faithful Captain
S/K Steve Haines  

Admiral
S/K John Montaldo

Faithful Pilot
S/K Ed Sleyzak  

Faithful Comptroller
S/K Alex Czopek

Faithful Scribe
S/K Mark Lovejoy  

Faithful Purser
S/K Peter Card 

 Trustee - 1 Year
S/K Rick Hughes 

Trustee - 2 Year
S/K Julio Alvarez, Jr.

Trustee - 3 Year
S/K John Cirello

Faithful Inner Sentinel
S/K Randy Lee

Faithful Outer Sentinel
S/K David A Morone

Color Corps Commander
S/K Shawn Ryan

St. Stephen Council  
Directors and Committees

Membership Director
Gerald Coffey

membership@kofc14084.org  
Program Director

Guillermo Bambach 
deputygrandknight@kofc14084.org 

Church Committee
Chuck Alaynick 

church@kofc14084.org  
Community Committee

Rick Armstrong  
community@kofc14084.org  

Council Committee
Ed Veronick

council@kofc14084.org
Family Committee

Ed Skrobacz
family@kofc14084.org  

Youth Committee
Michael Specht  

youth@kofc14084.org 
Squires

Ed Veronick 
Bob Haley   

squires@kofc14084.org
Right to Life
Bob Kines   

RightToLife@kofc14084.org

RJS Fundraising
Julio Alvarez

rjs@kofc14084.org 
Degree Team Leader

Rick Hughes 
rhughes14084@gmail.com  

Communications

communications@kofc14084.org

St. Stephen Council Officers
Fraternal Year 2017-2018

Chaplain
Father Dermot Dunne

Grand Knight
Bruce Czaja

Deputy Grand Knight
Guillermo Bambach 

Chancellor
Tim Donahue

Warden
Randy Lee

Advocate
Steve Haines

Lecturer
Ross Lowery

Recorder
Paul Spindler

Financial Secretary
Nick Turco

Treasure
John Laughman

Trustees
John Berrie,   

Mark Lovejoy 
District Deputy
Steve Jarosz

Field Agent 
Chuck Lusky

Guards
Bob Haley 

 Chris Hobbs
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 June 16 First Degree FLC
 Clergy Appreciation Dinner after 4:30 PM Mass
June 17 Renewal of Marriage Vows (tentative)
June 23 (or 30) Assembly Officer Installation
July 21 Second Degree, FLC
July 28 Third Degree, FLC
August 26 Day at the Rays (tentative)

Please check your Council website calendar for more details regarding these events: http://www.kofc14084.org/

Upcoming Events

KNIGHTLY 
NEWS

This newsletter is a 
publication of St. Stephen 
Catholic Church Knights of 
Columbus Council 14084.

For more information or to 
offer a contribution, visit our 
website at: www.KofC14084.
org

Congratulations to our Knight of the 
Month for June, Chris Hobbs.  Chris 
volunteers a lot of his time to help 
out with most events such as recently 
serving as a greeter for the First 
Communion masses, and he worked 
several RJS events this past year.  He’s 
also an Outside Guard for the Council, 
and he has volunteered to take on a 
greater role in the next fraternal year as 
the Council Warden.  Chris has been a 
great example for what it means to be a 
Knight at Saint Stephen.

The Family of the Month is the Alerta 
Family.  Carl and his kids and his Boy 
Scouts are fixtures at our quarterly 
Keep Hillsborough clean Adopt-a-
Road cleanups, and Carl and his Scouts 
recently stepped up to help out the Vets 
at the Haley VA.  The project for the 
month was to build the birdhouses so 
that the Vets can get some motor skills 
therapy by applying the finish.  Thank 
you, Carl and family, for all you do for 
our Council and our Parish!


